IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA

- GEORGE W. BUSH and RICHARD T
' CHENEY, Candidates for the Offices of S

President and Vice President of the United '

States, and THE REPUBLICAN

PARTY OF FLORIDA,

Plaintiffs,

V. Case No. 00-2799

THE BAY COUNTY CANVASSING

BOARD, THE BREVARD COUNTY

CANVASSING BOARD, THE CLAY

COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD, THE -
COLLIER COUNTY CANVASSING

BOARD, THE DUVAL COUNTY Filed Before The Court
CANVASSING BOARD, THE ESCAMBIA
COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD, THE

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY b W H )
CANVASSING BOARD, THE MANATEE o = b

COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD, THE

OKALOOSA COUNTY CANVASSING '
BOARD, THE ORANGE COUNTY

CANVASSING BOARD, THE PASCO

COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD, THE

POLK COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD,

THE SANTA ROSA COUNTY

CANVASSING BOARD, and ALL

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE

AFOREMENTIONED BOARDS,

IRGUIT JUDGE -l

Defendants.

/

SUPPLEMENTAL ARGUMENT AND CITATION OF
AUTHORITIES BY THE FLORIDA ATTORNEY GENERAL

Robert A. Butterworth, Attorney General of the State of Florida, files the following




Supplemental Argument and Citation of Authorities, as permitted and requested by the Court at
the conclusion of the emergency hearing held on Friday, November 24, 2000. The Attorney
General makes his appearance in this action pursuant to his constitutional responsibilities as the
chief state legal officer (Flonida Constitution, Art. I, s. 4(¢c)), and pursuant to Sections 16.01 and
86.091, Flonda Statutes.

In their written submissions and at oral argument, Plaintiffs seek, in relevant part:

. a declaratory judgment that Overseas Military Ballots are valid and
should be counted regardless of whether the Defendant Canvassing boards
have found a record that the military voter requested a state absentee baflot,
and regardless of whether there are minor differences between the signature
on the ballot and the mulitary voter’s signature on the absentee ballot
request.

1. A declaration that Overseas Military Ballots are valid and should be
counted evenif they bear an illegible or smudged postmark, a late postmark
or U.S. postmark, or a lack of a-handwritten date.

2. A declaration'that Overseas Military Ballots are valid and should be
counted regardiess-of whether the Defendant Canvassing Boards can locate
a record that the voter timely,‘requested a state “absentee ballot and
regardless of whether there are minor differences between the signature on
the ballot and the signature on the absentee ballot request.

3. Awritof mandamus and mandatory injunction dn‘ectmg the Defendant
Canvassing Boards to consider all bona fide Overseas Military Ballots and
to promptly transmit amended totals to the Secretary of State including the
votes reflected inrsuch ballots. .
Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief, p. 11 (emb.h'asis supplied). In other words,
Plaintiffs do not seek an-order merely to count those ballots that, as contemplated by the Attorney

General’s November 20, 2000 letter, are lacking in a postmark but do have a signature and date.

Counting such “signature and date” ballots would be in compliance with federal law, the State’s
















